HOW TO

SAND A
FLOOR

It’s time to strip back your carpets and reveal your
floorboards! Sand your old boards quickly and easily
and then pamper them with a nurturing varnish to
create warm looking wooden floors that are a pleasure

to walk on.
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Do it professionally

Call 08457 28 28 28 Text HOME to 642l

STEP 1 Clear the room of furniture, curtains and anything
removable, and tape up cupboards and doors. Ensure you
have the necessary personal protection equipment.

STEP 2 Remove any old floor covering, paying close attention
to loose nails, screws or other potential hazards. Punch any
raised nails well beneath the surface of the wood.

STEP 3 If your floorboards aren’t quite up to scratch, fix down
any loose ones, repair any cracks with a little wood filler or
replace any that are badly damaged.

STEP 4 Finally, remove any wax, grease and dirt build-up by
hand and give the floor a thorough sweep/vacuum.

SANDING
STEP 5 Load the floor sander with an abrasive sheet, keeping
it tight against the drum.

STEP 6 Position the sander against one wall with about two-
thirds of the floor in front of you. Keep the drum off the floor
as you start the machine and then walk forward, easing the
drum down to the wood surface.

STEP 7 Walk slowly and steadily at an even pace. As you get
to the end of the pass, gradually lift the drum off the floor.
Repeat the process backwards over the same path.

STEP 8 Lift the sander drum off the floor and position it for
another pass that overlaps the previous one by about 7cm.
Repeat the sanding cycle.

STEP 9 You can get right into the edges for a perfect finish
with a floor sander edger. First, load the abrasive disc and
tighten the retaining bolt securely.

STEP 10 Hold the disc off the floor when you switch it on and
then lower it to the floor surface. Sand along the floor, in the
direction of the wood grain, moving the edger from side to side.

STEP 11 For a neat finish that blends with the drum sanded
area, use semi-circular strokes as you move into the corners
at the end of the wall.

VARNISHING

STEP 12 For a beautiful, warm looking and long-lasting finish,
you should apply a good quality floor varnish. We recommend
Ronseal Diamond Hard Floor Varnish.

STEP 13 Clear the room and make sure the floorboards are
clean, swept/vacuumed and wiped down to remove all dust
and dirt (you should already have filled any cracks or nail
holes). It's a good idea to open a window or ventilate the
room as varnish fumes can be a little over-powering.

STEP 14 Use a wide brush and apply the varnish evenly and
in the same direction as the wood grain. Apply a minimum of
3 coats, leaving 2 hours between each application. Use a fine
grade abrasive paper to rub down the floor before the final coat.

STEP 15 You can walk on the floor after 8 hours, but leave it
for at least 3 days before you allow in any heavy traffic.



TOP TIPS

Always aim to remove only the

minimum amount of wood.
Over-sanding reduces the life of
the floor and will take ages too!

For new floors or in buildings
where the temperature has
changed recently (the heating has

come on, say), let the floor
acclimatise for a few weeks before
you sand it.

PRODUCTS TO HIRE

!

Practice walking and turning a

couple of times with the drum
sander switched off. It’s heavy and
you need to be comfortable with it

Only use as coarse an

abrasive as needed and when
changing sheets, don’t skip more
than one intermediate grit.

before you actually start to sand.

Leave plenty of time to apply

the varnish. Ideally you should
apply all 3 coats on the same day
- so start early!

PRODUCTS TO BUY

‘' SAND A FLOOR

Floor Sanding Machine
£53.19 per weekend
Product code 05412

Floor Edging Sander
£43.13 per weekend
Product code 05422

SANDING
HIRE PACK

Includes:
Floor Sander
and Floor Edger

£84.81 per weekend
Product code 05429

Light Duty Vacuum
£28.04 per weekend
Product code 58111/2

All prices include VAT. All hire products come with a detailed Operating and Safety Guide.

Call 08457 28 28 28

£18.40 per week
Product code 50930

Portable Dust Partition

Floor varnish 2.5L
£34.37
Product code 15561

Floor Varnish Applicator
£41.09
Product code 15565

Safety Kit
£5.46
Product code 11310
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Dust Partition Sheets

£2.30
Product code 11713

Abrasive Sheets
£ various
Product code various
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Floor Sander Dust Bag Edging Sander Dust Bag

£1.31
Product code 15424

£2.35
Product code 15422

Visit hsshome.com




